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SERMON, NO. IIT. 


_ Matt. vii. 13, 14.—Enter ye in at the strait gate : 
for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat : 
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. — 


IN St. Luke’s gospel, we are told the question was 
asked our Lord, “Are there few that be saved ?” His | 
reply was, “Strive toenter in at the strait gate: for 
many I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall 
not be able.” This answer was direct to the point 
proposed, for evident reasons. One is, the question 
was put in the present tense. A direct answer, there- 
fore, must describe the then present state of mankind, 
In giving a second reason, it is probable the question 
implied, as many such questions now do, a preservation 
‘nN asinful state. [¢ could not then be expected,our Lord 
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would answer it, by naming what shall be accomplish: 
ed, in the dispensation of the fulness of times. 

Life and destruction, in the language of our text, are 
opposite terms. The law of God is the fountain of 
life, prescribing to man, in the golden rule of the Sa- 
vior, his proper line of conduct. Jesus is the life and 
light of the world. His words impart life to every 
believer. But how is this principle described, by a 
strait gate and a narrow way? Does the principle 
of life introduce to a straitened and narrow situation ” 
Not generally so understood. But we may consider 
the gate and way of life strait and narrow, in the fol- 
lowing respects: 

1. However various the terms may be. which de- 
scribe the principle of life, it always comprises unity of 
idea, and unity of nature. He that enters into life, 
must, therefore, enter at one place, and travel but one 
course. Whoever deviates, will soon find, that he is 
stumbling upon the ridges, or miring in the clay of the 
broad road to destruction. 

2. The straitness of the gate is in consideration of 
the unskilfulness of the sinner to find it. A subject 
nay be perfectly easy to one, that is strait and difh- 
cult to another. Hence Jesus’ yoke is easy and his 
burden is light, to the weary and heavy laden, to the 
meek and honest; but it ever galls the neck of the 
hypocrite. From this we learn the great need, we 
have of a Savior to place us at the gate, and shew us 
the path of life. 

The nide gate and the broad way are so called un- 
doubtedly, because they are found in every course ex- 
cept the right. In these courses there is nothing of 
the unity which is known in the way of iife. De- 
struction and misery are likewise in the broad way, 
that leads to destruction : destruction is in the travel, 
and destruction, in the end. | 

The words few and many refer to two classes of the 
human family ; both of which, it will not be disputed, 









The Christian Repository. 123 


.comprehend the whole. The many must embrace a 
large: number, in comparison with the few. _ It follows, 
f then. a lamentable truth, that most of the human fam- 
ily trayel the broad road that leads to destruction. 
The ancient question, we now introduce, “Who 
then can be saved ?” If it can be none of the many 
that go to destruction, there is but little room fer hope. 
But Christ came to seek and to save that which was 
lost: Lost and destroyed are words of similar import ; 
and those passages of scripture which testify Christ came 
to save the lest,show, at least.the pessibility of salvation 
to them who are destroyed or lost. God. by the prophet 
Isaiah speaking of Christ, says, “By his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant jusit/y many; for he shall bear 
their iniquities.” Comparing this with our text, unless 
we adopt the more rational idea, that men may be 
saved from destruction, we must either account that 
few means many, or that many will be justified in a 
state of destruction! St. Paul writes, “But not as the 
offence, so also is the free gift For if through the of- 
fence of one many be dead ; much more the grace of 
God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Je- 
sus Christ, hath abounded unto many.” In this passage 
we find,through the offence of one many he dead which 
is something like many in the broad road to destruction; 
yet this prevents not the abounding of the grace of 
God, much more unto many. “For,” says the apostle, 
“as by one man’s disobedience many were made sin- 
ners ; so by the obedience of one shall many be made 
righteous.” ‘To be made righteous. is something more 
than barely being called righteous, or having the 
righteousness which another possesses imputed. ‘This 
comparison of many made sinners with many made 
righteous, is stated to he all in another passage. 
“Therefore as by the offenee of one, judgement came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even so by the ri-ht- 
eousness. of one. the free gift came upon all men to 
Justifieation of life.” 
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124 The Christian Repository. ; 

By this it is made plain that our Savior did hoi 
mean by destruction, annihilation of existence, nor ip- 
terminable misery. Nor have we reason to believe, 
that it exclusively belongs to a future state. It jp. 
cludes the moral depravity of man, and the sufferings 
naturally consequent on iniquity. By the prophet 
Hosea,* God says, “My people are destroyed for lack 
of knowledge.” This can have no reference to nato- 
ral existence. Again, + “O Israel, thou hast destroy. 
ed thyself; but in me is thine help. I will be thy 
King : where is any other that may save thee in al 
thy cities ?”’ Here is another destruction spoken of, 
but not of such a kind but what there is help and sal- 
vation in the Lord, the King of Israel. 

We may here remark that although we see many 
go the broad road to destruction, in this life, we do 
not yet see the many made righteous through Christ. 
But the many, according to scripture, are to be made. 
righteous by Christ. The inference is, some will be 
made righteous in another state. A second inference 
is, ifsome be made righteous in another state, destrue- 
tion accompanies them to that state. This affords 
an argument in favor of future misery and punishment: 
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INTERPRETATION OF PARABLES. NO. IIT. 


The last stale worse than the first. Matt. xii. 43, 44, 45. 


‘When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he 
walketh through dry places, seeking rest, and findeth 
none. Then he saith,I will return into my house from 
whence I came out; and when he is come,” Xe. 

Various and confused as have been the opinions of 
sincere christians In relation to the above parable; yet 
a careful perusal of ébe following explanation, may 
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prove highly beneficial to every candid reader. ‘This 


ilustration of the subject is not considered free from 
all objections ; but we presume none can be fairly 
raised and stated, but what may be as easily answered 
and removed. ‘The points to be illustrated-are, 

J. The man having an unclean spirit. 

II. The unclean spirit itself. . 

lif. The house empty, swept, and garnished. 

IV. The last state worse than the first- 


The reader’s care and attention are solicited, as I’ 


propose the greatest brevity 

l, The man having an unclean spirit, reprasents the 
seneration to whom Jesus spake. 

When the Scribes’ and Pharisees said they would 
see vsign’ fronr Jesus demonstrating his sonship he 
replied, “An evil and adulterous generation seeketh af- 
tera sign,’’ which unquestionably referred to the gen- 
eration then present’ He declared them more harden- 
edin wickedness, than the men of Nineveh, Tyre, 
Sidon, Sodom, or Gomorrah. ‘This parable will not 
apply to mankind in general, only by analogy : as far 
as Others are comparable with that wicked and adulter- 


ous generation they must expect similar treatment in- 


their day of judgement. 

I].- The unclean spirit is designed to represent that 
disposition of mind by which the opposers of our Lord 
Were actuated.. Expositors who have inadvertently 
blended the man and the unclean spirit in their expla- 
hations, have darkened their subject, and bewildered 
the understanding of their readers. It -cannot be an 
objection to this explanation, that the spirits are re- 
presented as walking. seeking rest, saying, I will return, 
&c. since this representation of them is found in all 
the Evangelists. Examine the account of the men 
or man among the tombs, (Matt. viii. 28, and Mark v. 
‘,)and you will learn that evil demons are said to 
speak. when those. possessed of them apake hy their 
influence. Other representations implying intelligent 
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and personal exertions, may safely be understood jy 
the same way. ‘To account for the less visible infy. 


ence of evil spirits now, we have only to reflect oy 
the work of the Great Redeemer. When on earth, he 


gave Satan’s head a fatal blow. Hence we are not 
to look for the same exhibition of infernal power, a 


was visible in the generation in which our text was 
spoken. Whether the demons were invisible, diabol. 
ical agents, or the corrupt and infernal dispositions of 
heart by which sinful men are, in a greater or less 
degree, influenced, is unimportant in this interpreta. 
tion of the above parable. The latter, however, i 
congenial with our own experience ; the former, with 


the suppositions or imaginations of others. 


Ill. When the question is proposed, Why the 
Scribes and Pharisees should be represented by # man 


out of whom the unclean spirit had gone. or a house 
empty, swept, and garnished, we reply ; In this and 
many other instances, the Master reasoned with them, 
by granting the sentiment for which they contended, 
though erroneous, in order more fully to expose its ab- 
surdity and their wickedness. 

When the Pharisees considered themselves whole, 
aud others indisposed, Jesus exposed their folly by al- 
lowing it, and declaring, he came to confer blessings 
on the latter. Did the Pharisees solicit his attention 
and company, priding themselves with the vain ne 
tion of being righteous ? He admitted it, and said, “I 
came not to call the righteous. (such as you suppose 
yourselves.) but sinners to repentance.”’ His language 
admits of the following paraphrase : “If your notion be 
correct, ye Scribes and Pharisees, that you are right: 
eous, then you have no need of my endeavors to assist, 
nor even of my example to guide you. in the path 
way of the just. if you have been converted from 
sin, or delivered from the unclean spirit so common (0 
the Jews, as you pretend, why do you now come for- 
‘yard, exhibiting far greater wiekedness than ye?! 
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predecessors ’ You are comparable with a man, who, 
having been once delivered from an evil demon, is 


again visited with the same, and seven more, more 


infernal than he; in which his condition would be 
rendered worse.” 


We are not to understanil by the above, that the 


Pharisees were in reality like an empty and garnished 
house ; but, simply, that admitting they had once been 
delivered from the influence of the wicked spirit. their 


conduct, at the time our text was spoken. proved them 
possessed of a disposition, seven fold more criminal, 
than was common to the Jewish nation. If their house 
had been once swept, it had become “altogether un- 


clean. ‘The aseription of numerous miracles toa dia- 
bolical agency, was far more malignant, than a mere 
disbelief of the truth in the Messiahship of Jesus. 


[V. The last state of that man was worse than the 


first ; or, the greater the wickedness of mankind, the 


more dreadful the consequences. 

By considering the condition of the Jews, at the 
time our Savior spake, we shall easily compreh nd 
the meaning of the above expression. We have found 
them more sinful, hardened and adulterous, than their 
predecessors. Consequently, as long as they remain- 
ed in a state of impenitence, their punishment would 
be greater. And even the duration of it is rendered 
awful, as we learn by the denunciation pronounced 
against them, for the perpetration of blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost. The last state, or that in which they 
possessed eight devils instead of one. is surely more 
painful than the former. If to be under the influence 
ofone evil demon be acurse. to be distracted by the 
combined power of many, must be more so. 

The instantaneous overthrow of Sodom and Go- 
morrah by fire from heaven, was tolerable. compared 
with the calamity and destruction of the Jews, at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ in the glory of his Father. 
As the greatest crimes,unrepented of,incur the heaviest 
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judgements.we may easily account for the following lap. 
guage.applied to the generation, represented in our text, 
“For then (in the judgement of the Jews) shall be grea 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world, to this time, no, nor ever shall be ;”’ for it isa 
righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation {9 
those who wickedly oppese his truth, his gospel, and, 
above all, the Soa of his love. 

Let us beware, candid reader, how we treat these 
subjects. Let us all take heed, lest our conduct prove 
analogous tothe doctrine of the parable. Lest having 
abandoned some heinous iniquity, we suffer the evil 
again to return upen us with seven fold influence. For 
criminal habits which have once. been suppressed, and 
are again indulged. will generally assumea more for- 
midable and unyielding aspect. Like a foe once sub- 
dued. but at length victorious, they will exercise a 
tyranny unlimited in its severity. Then having ob- 
4 tained a victory over every evil disposition or crimi- 
nal habit, exhibit the activity and faculties of a man, 
in resisting its second assault, instead of the passive- 
ness of a house, in the rc-possession of its former resi- 
dence. ‘Fhen shail it never be said of thee, candid read-- 
mei. er, the last condition of that man was more intolerable 
é | than the first. R. 8. 
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FURTHER REMARKS, &c. 
| [Concluded.] 


! To prove there is no deliverance from hell, and that 
“a wicked men and devils will be tormented as long as the 

: righteous are happy in heaven, the speaker quoted 
Prov. xxix. 1, “He that being often reproved, hard- 
Be eneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that 
ie. without remedy.” But what kind of evidence is this ? 

4 Does the text say any thing about hell? about its end- 
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tess duration ? or devils and the wicked remaining 
vere eternally ? Nota syllable of all this. What 
would the reader think of a man, who should under- 
ake to prove that one of his neighbors inhumanly 
butchered one of his own lovely infants, by producing 
itnesses that testify, that the man said he would chas- 
ise his servants if they were refractory ? And the 
lisparity between the threatening and.the supposed 
johumanity, dwindles into less than nothing, when 
ought in sight of Mr. Lathrop’s doctrine of never 
nding agony. To destroy a thing, is widely differ- 
sot from perpetuating it in endiess suffering.. 

In relation to the words everlasting and eternal, ap- 
plied tothe misery of the wicked, I would observe ; 
his subject has not only been frequently canvassed 
by the learned, but the Editor of the Repository hav- 
ing an erudite criticism on H, now ready fer this or 
ihe next number, I feel extremely happy in submitting 
this point to him ; and, therefore, request my readers 
to suspend an epinion, till favored with the perusal of 
that article. 

Mr. Lathrop’s quotation from 2 Pet. iii. 16, was 
evidently against him ; for the Apostle was so careful 
atodiscriminate the things which were hard to be 
understood. But was he speaking of the doctrine of 
enliess misery ? I answer, no; and refer my readers 
lo the passage and its connexions, for the truth of my 
assertion. Observe. ‘As also in all his Epistles, 
speaking in them of these things; in which are some 
things hard to be understood.” Seme things hard to 
be understood ? What things ? Answer; the coming of 
the Lord, asa thief in the night—the dissolution of 
the heavens and the elements, by fire—the new hea- 
vensand earth,wherein dwelleth righteousness. These 
are the things hard to be understood. Not a word about 
Mr. Lathrop’s endless misery. or ghosts tormented ir 
bell. as long as God lives. Therefore, the presump- 
ton is, that he is one of the charaeters to whom St. 
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Peter alluded; for he evidently misunderstood i 
things, and applied them to adoctrine not so muh 
mentioned in revelation. And though it will, 
dently be to his own destruction ; yet, 1 sincen 
hope he will realize help in the Lord, as it is writi 
“Thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is tj 
help.” 

Mr. Lathrop teaches with uncommon autho 
that the blind leaders of the blind, those whom we 
not to bid God speed, neither receive into our houses 
the deniers of the doctrine of endless misery — This 
more readily presumed than proved. When he pn 
that blind leaders were believers in God’s equal s 
ness to mankind ; advocates for the will of God, 
all men shall be saved; teachers that Jesus is the § 
vior of all men, especially of those who believe,hew 
be considered worthy of further notice. Otherwise,| 
far-fetched inferences will be imputed to menial 
spiritual blindness. 

But the greatest curiosity is, that those whol 
lieve in Jesus as the Savior of the world, the Ones 
pointed to destroy sin, Satan, and death, are to rem 
in hell, with devils and the blackest character 
long asGod exists- Here if they did not belie 
he was the Savior, neither that he would destroy # 
&ec, they would be received into the mansions oft! 
blest. Reader, does not Mr. Lathrop deny the str 
tures ; or, m other words, do not the scriptures teat! 
that Jesus will destroy sin, and itsauthor and its 
sequences? But does Mr- Lathrop really believe 
a man will be eternally miserable for believing ™ 
than he does ? If se, where is bis Calvinism ? | thu 
I shall not misrepresent Mr. Lathrop, to say. be ho 
that God. from all past eternity. elected some toevé 
lasting life, through a Redeemer; and they will 
surely be saved, as God will effect his own purpo* 
that their salvation is as fully and completely of Got 
their creation; thatjust as many will be saved # 


oth 
Nuch 
ill 
Cer 
Titte 
§ {hi 


The Christian Repository. i3i 


he glory of God, and the bliss of the saints; and 
the ceaseless groans and agonies of the damned, 
ag promotive of the honor of Jehovah, as the songs 
he redeemed. ‘Then why does he pretend that 
pelief is the cause of our woe? And if it be, is it 
of divine appointment, as a mean to ripen us for 
wisite, ceaseless torture ? And. according to his 
od, will not this torture promote the glory of God, 
Lathrop and the saints ? Then why does he com- 
in? Is he afraid an elect person will be damned ? 
Is he alarmed lest a reprobate should be saved? 
elynot. Is he concerned lest their future misery 
id not heighten the felicity of his heaven ? Im- 
sible. Why then does he exhortand warn? If 
the elect are sure to be saved from his imaginary 
less woe, and if none of the non-elect can be, his 
bors are as useless, as to exhort calms to continue, 
jwarn tempests to be still. If he contended that 
eshrieks and groans of the wretched. would excite 
mpathetic and painful feelings in the blest. his la- 
entation would be more plausible. If he really sup- 
sed that the future cries of his departed child would 
duce a discord in his own song of rejoicing, in the 
uradise of God, we should not be surprised to see 
im zealous, even in a fruitless cause. But now heis 
remingly inexcusable. He would induce those to be 
ved whom his God designs for damnation. Were it 
one. the joys of his heaven would be spoiled forever. 
hould Satan’s fiery and screaming company have an 
our’s reprieve from their torture, the glory of God 
ould be essentially injured, the songs of the New- 
erusalem be suspended, and the blessedness of the 
tints. proportionably diminished!! Hence, if Mr. 
athrop be sincere in his profession, what can we 


make of his conduct ? He manifested no co.acern for 


he miserable. Not a tear stole from his eye. Nota 
ih heightened the value of his breath. He stood 


tlectly composed. His bosom heaved no expres- 
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sion of pity. His countenance bespake not the actire 
compassion, which distinguished the Son of Samaria, 
Can we imagine he reatized the doctrine he inculcateq! 
Could be stand on the frink of the bottomless, bound. 
less pit, and. with the mind’s eye, gaze on the rising, 
smoking flames rolling before him, and not shrink 
back with horror ? Could he behold, in mental vision, 
the damned ghosts of countless, rational immortals 
and not eagerly stretch forth his hand. if possible, to 
grasp them, red hot with quenchless burnings, and save 
them from further indiguation ? Surely he must, up 
less he expecied to be benefited by their suffering. 
According to this plan, 


‘“‘Eternal plagues and heavy chains, 
**Tormenting racks and fiery coals, 
**And darts t? inflict immortal pains, 
“‘Dy?d in the blood of damned souls,” 


are the means by which friend Lathrop and his felloy 
ehurch members, expect to be perfected in bliss !! 


Lord God of eternal compassion! Look down from 


thy throne in heaven, and witha benignant smile, sof 
ten our heart, forgive our sins, teach us all thy truth, 
reconcile us to each other and to thee, and save us by 


| grace divine, in thy kingdom forever. 
| RUSSELL STREETER. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY; 


Marr. v. 25, 26. Agree with thine adversary quick- 
-E ly, while thou art in the way with him, &e. 

Having frequently heard this portion of divine in- 
struction referred to, as containing an agreement, which 
is supposed to be necessary to take place between mall 
and his Maker, I have thought to submit the following 
Observations, to the perusal of the candid anu judicious. 

That man has sinned, is a truth believed, and dit 
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tinctly understood by all ; but, that he has thereby in- 
curred the displeasure of heaven, is very much doubt- 
ed, since the idea is found to derive no support from 
the scriptures of trath. In the record which God hes 
given of his Son. we are informed, that “he commend- 
eth his love toward us in that, while we were yet 
sinners Christ died for us.” Had not God possessed 
this love. he could not have commended it toward us. 
Since he is therefore considered our Father and our 
God, whose name and nature is love. to consider him 
as our adversary, would not only be highly derogato- 
ry to his character, but would,if established unpeople 
earth of worshippers. Our text says, “Agree with thy 
adversary, while thou art in the way with him.” God 
is infinitely holy ; man is altogether sinful ; therefore, 
can it be said that he is in the way with him? It is evi- 
dent, that man, while in a state of sin and rebellion, is 
altogether out of the way ; and ali the agreement to 
be made, is for him to reform and become virtuous and 
holy ; and this, not because God is his adversary, but 
because he is his friend. 

Should it be urged that Jesus Christ is to be under- 
stool as the adversary,of which mention is made in our 


fext, it is denied, for reasons above mentioned, viz. 
that he is our friend. and the appointed agent to effect 
our salvation. from a state of sin and rebellion. In 
considering his public ministry, we learn his real 
character. Behold him giving eyes to the blind, ears 
to the deaf legs to the lame. and life to the dead, and 
Judge, whether he is the friend or enemy of man. But 
should it be contended that the devil is an enemy or 
adversary to man, it is granted; but that we should 
agree with him. is denied ; for we are commanded te 
resist him, and he will flee from us. Should Christ be 
considered as the jucge, we reply in the language of 
scripture. that Jesus came uot to judge the world, but 
fosave the world. And should this he admitted. the 
inquiry might be made, who is the officer? This would 
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naturally place it upon Satan, which would favor a 
agreement between the Savior and the great adversa- 
ry of man: but this, to be admitted, would be too 
shocking. 

We will. therefore, endeavor to learn the real doc. 
trine of the text. From an impartial view, in con- 
nection with the context.it will appear to have no allu- 
sion to a future state of existence; but is confined whol- 
ly to the duty of man in this life. “Therefore, if thoa 
bring thy gift to the altar. and there rememberest that 
thy brother bath aught against thee ; leave there thy 
gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconcil- 


ed to thy brother, then come and offer thy gift.” Here 


we are presented with the adversary, viz. the brother 
who had aught against him, and with whom lhe agree- 
ment is to be made. 

In this we are furnished with instructions relative 
to our cenduct towards our feilow men, and this im- 
portant lesson in our devotions. that whenever we ap- 
pear before the throne of the Most High, we should be 
divested of all animosity and hardness. Under the 
Jewish theocracy, it was considered unjust to deprive 
the poor of the implements of husbandry ; but they 
were liable to be cast into prison, and there permuted 
to work until they had paid their debts.* To this 
custom, undouhtedly,the Savior atluded in the 26th 
verse.—"Verily I say unto thee. thou shalt by ne 
Means come out thence, till thou hast paid the utter 
most farthing.” L¥e* Beeree 


* Butler’s Universal History. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Mr. Editor,—In my last, I endeavored to point 
gat some of the absurdities in acertain system of 
theology ; and in this communication, I will add a 
few more to the number, and also notice some of the 
arguments alleged in support of that scheme ‘To 
avoid the idea of future punishment, it is asserted 
that the rightcous and the wicked, spoken of in scrip- 
ture, are not two classes of men, but the two principles 
in man. The righteous and the nmcked are in the 
same man, at the same time !'—Let us »>ply this inter- 
pretation of the righteous ans wicked, to the pas- 
sages of scripture, where these two characters are 
spoken of. In the twenty-fifth of Matthew, we have 
an account of the separation of these two classes. 


The wicked were commanded to depart, because they 


had not visited the needy and distressed. Now if 
those on the left hand mean the evil principle in man, 
then we must absurdly suppose. that this principle 
can suffer, when separated from the person in whom it 
resides ; and that Jesus sentenced this evil propensity 
toa state of punishment, because it had not “taken him 
in,’ and “visited him! !? See Matthew xxv. 43. 
Again; we are told that all passages which speak 
of salvation, a resurrection, or judgement, where works 
are faken info view, must apply to this state of exis- 
fence ; but all texts which treat of a resurrection or 
salvation, “not according to works,” are to be applied 
tothe “future eternal world.” Then to prove that 
thereis a salvation spoken of in scripture, which 
is not according to works, Eph. ii. 8, 9; 2 Tim. i. 9, 
and ‘Titus iii. 5, are quoted. But unfortunately for 
this scheme, these passages all apply to this state of 
existence. See the connexion in which they stand. 
We will now examine some of the arguments, which 
are brought in support of this system. In the sen- 
lence passed upon our first: parents, and in the male- 
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ciction upon Cain, there ia nothing said of punishment 
{ter temporal death. When the old world was de. 
‘royed by a deluge, and Sodom by fire, no future pun. 
ishment was threatened. Indeed, all those passages, 
which denounce woes upon the house of Israel, par. 
ticularly the tiventy-sixth of Leviticus, are silent upon 
the subject of future punishment-—From this. the con- 
ciusion is drawn that there can be no punishment after 
death. We sometimes see this argument thrown into 
a syllogism thus :—There is no future punishment 
threatened under the law; Christ came to fulfil the 
Jaw ; therefore, there can be no future punishment 
under the Christian dispensation. 

But these arguments are totally fallacious. They 
prove as conclusively. that there will be no future 
existence, as they do that there will be no future pur- 
ishment. In the instances of Adam. Cain, the old 
world, and Sodom, there is nothiag said of existence 
after death. But shall we conclude from+ this, that 
man has no existence after the death of the body! 
‘Those passages prove this as clearly, as they prove 
the system we are opposing. But there can be no 
future punishment; because it is no where mentioned 
in the law of Moses—I reply ; the same may be said 
of future existence. Christ came to fulfil the law, con- 
sequently the gospel cannot extend beyond the law.— 
‘I'he same may be said of the, resurrection. Syilogis- 
tically thus :— Nothing is said of the resurrection n- 
der the law; Christ came to fulfil the law; therefore, 
a resurrection i3 not taught in the gospel. 

But, to cap the climax, it is insinuated that there 
can be no punishment beyond death; because it is not 
m-<itioned in the promiselo Abraham!! What sort 
of reasoning is this! We might as well pretend there 
was no future happiness ; because it is not meationed 
in the woe, pronounced upon Judas. The promise to 
Abraham is as silent upon present misery as it is upoo 
future ; andit proves as conclusively that men €¥ 
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nerience no misery in this world, as it does that they 
will experience none in the future. Thus it will be 
seen that the arguments under examination, are en- 
tirely sophistical. Now permit me to ask, if the 
doctrine of the wmmediate salvation of all, be taught in 
the Bibte, why doits advocates depend upon argu- 
ments so feeble and fallacious ? If the oracles of truth 
furnish them with positive testimony, why depend 
upon sophistical reasoning ? Does- not this amount 
almost to an acknowledgement, that the doctrine they 


teach is devoid of foundation ?° The reader will judge: 


for himself. 


We will now notice some passages and arguments, . 


which are adduced from the New ‘Testament, in sup- 
port of the system here controverted. “Those who 
are raised from the grave, are raised. incorruptible 
and immortal.’” From hence it is affirmed, there can 
be no suffering in a state of immortality. Now if this 
should be admitted, it would not follow that there is 
no future retribution, unless it can be proved that all 


men put On immortality at the same time, and that 


at the instant of death. But is it certain that immor- 
tality cannot suffer? The advocates for the scheme 
here opposed, will admit that the soul or. mind of man 
is unmortal in this state of existence. And is it not 
susceptible of pain? Yes. This will be admitted by 
our brethren themselves. For we often hear them give 
a pitiful account of the troubles and sufferings of 
this mortal state. Nay, this is frequently used as an 
argument that all men will be happy at death.. When 
men suffer so much misery in this world, by fear, and 
by darkness, and by unreconciliation, and by believ- 
ing that God. is their enemy, and by the horrors of a 
guilty conscience, and by the awful, the tormenting, 
the almost insupportable gnawings of that worm which 
preys upon the “heavenly constitution,” and distracts 
the very soul, these benevolent hearts cannot believe 
man will be;punished after death. Now if unmortality 
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can ant does experience such exquisite suffering in 
this state of being why not be susceptible of pain in the 
future ? If pain be felt by an immortal mind, then it is 
evident that an immortal body may suffer. Will it be 
said that man will be more immortal after the resur. 
rection? To this it is replied, that if immortality does 
experience 80 greata portion of painin the present 
state, who knows that wnmorlality cannot suffer, even 
when it is become wmmortalized? The fact.is, we are 
not sufficiently acquainted with immortality, to assert 
that it cannot suffer. The same Being who gives us 
immortality, can make us susceplible of pain in that 
state. 

‘Much is said by the abettors of the scheme under 
consideration, of the moral tendency of their doctrine. 
‘They say that punishment on their scheme immediate- 
ly follows transgression ; and therefore it has a_power- 
ful effect in restraining men from crimes ; whereas 
if punishment be deferred to a future state, this ‘e- 
straint will be lost.—Now it is evident from this very 
argument, that punishment is a dissuasive from vice. 
The argument admits that punishment does restrain 
men from sin; because it is asserted that present pun- 
ishment hasa greater effect than future. Now I 
would ask, what advantage lies on that scheme? Its 
advoeates believe in present punishment ; so do we. 
They believe that this punishment restrains the 
vicious ; 80 do we. Let their scheme be ever 80 
beneficial, ours has all its advantages, and others in 
addition. The fear of future punishment will restrain 
men in some degree ; and this is an advantage peculiar 
to our system. We believe in all the present. punish- 
ment that is felt in this world,and they can believe in no 
more : therefore, it must be seen at once, that the 
doctrine of the restoration has a more salutary influ- 
ence upon the morals of mankind, than that scheme 
which intro luces ail men into heaven at death. 


HYRAM. 


rT SF SO OO 


ea a ee ee. en 


The Christian Re pository. 439 


FOR THE REPOSITORY. 


Rev. and Dear Sir,—Afier spending along eve- 
ning in devout meditation, and serious reflection upon 
the preset state of the doctrine of God’s impartial 


coodicss. 1 retired to rest, and soon fell into the fol- 


jowing dream : 

I fancied myself in the midst ofa large assemb!;-, 
who professed to be believers in the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Restoration. After conversing upon various 
subjects. the attention of the multitude was directed 
to the merits of the Christian Repository. One observ- 
ed that the design of the publication was undoubtedly 
cood, but the doctrine it advoeated,was evidently erro- 
neous. Another declared that it was objectionable, 
because it dared to dissent from, nay, even to calf 
in question, the opinions of those who ought to be 
considered the great heads of our Israel. The third 
asserted that the doctrine of future punishment was the 
remains of superstition and bigotry. These observa- 
tions met the approbation of a great part of the multi- 
tude. There were afew, however, who dissented from 
the general voice of the Assembly, and attempted to 
vindicate the cause of truth, by defending the doctrine 
ofa future discipline, but these were hardly heard 
amidst the assembly, and their arguments were treated 
with disgust. After a short dispute upon the subject, 
one of the principal defenders of the scheme of tnme- 
date salvation, rose, and with an air of self-confidence, 
averred, that the notion of a future judgement and pun- 
ishment was nothing but the remains of papal super- 
stition; that it wasan absurdity, and not entitled to 
helief; that it was not .reconcileable with the feelings 
of humanity, and would not obtain his credence. if iz 
were taught.in the scriptures. These observations 
were approbated by yea and amen, from a considerable 


part of the assembly. After this acc!amation had 
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subsided, another of the same sentiment observed tha; 
he had great reverence for the scriptures, and could 
easily reconcile a considerable portion of the sacred 
oracles with his sentiment, and that the rest could be 
answered by the author of his system. Another de. 
clared that we knew nothing of a future state; and 
therefore it was improper to preach the doctrine of 
future punishment. A fourth said he was a believer in 
Suture punishment, but was sorry to hear it advocated, 
either from the pulpit or the press. 

At this juncture the consulfation was ended by a 
sudden darkness. and gloom. which overshadowed 
them Filled with astonishment, the multitude was 
speechless, and nothicg but amazement dwelt in every 
countenance; when in an instant the darkness was 
dispelled, and light with a seven fold radiance, broke 
in upon them. ‘Then appeared in their midst a vene- 
rable personage. whose looks bespoke the experience 
of age, and whose countenance glowed with a spirit 





i ii of piety and devotion. 1 recognized in his- counte- 
be 2 nance, beheld in his appearance, and discovered in bis. 
i‘. 8 deportment, the features, the simplicity, the dignity of 
’ our departed Wincuester. Every breast was big 


‘. with astonishment, and every eye was fixed upon bim. 
4 | A solemn pause now ensued.—At last the heavenly 
| stranger broke the silence, and addressed the multi: 
tude in the folluwing language : 
My Brethren and my. Friends, 
When I tabernacled here in the flesh, I de- 
i voted my time to the service of my Master. When 
- F the unbounded goodness. of my Creator was revealed to 
eT my understanding, I hesitated not to proclaim it tomy 
a brethren. My daily studies and nocturnal meditations 
were dedicated to the cause of my glorious Redeemer: 
] devoted my time to his cause, and spent my strength 
in his service. In addition to the rewards of a bless- 
ed immortality, I flattered myself with beholding 4 
numerous church, flourishing on the earth, rightly is- 
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siructed in the doctrines of the cross. But alas! my 
fruitless toils! my fallacious hopes ! Then the pure 
doctrine of God’s unchanging benignity began to 
shed its divine radiance upon this quarter of the globe. 
Its salutary effects were then obvious to all men, for 
piety andl devotion were attendant thereupon. But 
‘how is the coid become dim! bow is the most fine 
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of gold changed !.!” The plant which then promised a dis- 
= play of its foliage, was, first fostered, next neglected, 
a, then stified in its bud! Thus our doctrine has been 

corrupted by precept,. abused and perverted by the 
’ force of example. The resurrection: and judgemcni 
Pd are now, by many, discarded ; the most important 
- doctrines are, by many, expunged from our system. 


: That glorious doctrine which defied the attacks of its 


“ opposers, has been contaminated by nominal profes- 
| sors! ‘T‘hose of you who reject a future retribution, 
é ere constantly harping upon the opposite scheme : 
' While most of you who profess to believe in our origi- 

nal doctrine, are willing to dispense with its most im- 
portant articles, nay, often reprobate the prociamation. 
(fits truths. This is the present state of our oftce 


pure, but new corrupled doctrine.” 

Here the Reverend Champion paused and looked 
round upon the multitude, who were struck dumb 
by the truth of his remarks. But before he resumed 
his speech, one of the multitude. recovering from his 
surprise, thus addressed him in trembling accents ; 

“Illustrious Father and Friend of our Faith {fam 
sensible of the degeneracy of our doctrine; [I am con- 
vinced of the truth of thy remarks. But “tell it not 
in Gath; publish it not in the streets of Askelon ; jest 
the daughters of the Philistines rejoice ; lest the daugh- 
lers of the uncircumcised triumph *“—\o which the 
Venerable divine replied ; | would gladly bound this 
by the confines of our futurity, but the news has al- 
ready extended beyond. The inhabitants of Gath 
are in possession of the iate!ligence; in Askelon, tis 
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proclaimed in the corners of the streets. The uncir 
cumcised datghters have long sounded the report, and 
disturbed my repose in the chambers of the dust. An 
now, my brethren, the only course left you to pursue; 
is. to purge your doctrine of its manifold corruptions, 
and proclaim it in its- genuine purity. Then come 
forward, my brethren, silence the errors which have 
¢rept in among you, and contend for the faith onc 
delivered ‘to the saints.” 

Here the pions messenger ended his address, and 
ascended up on high amidst an escort of celestial sjit- 


its, whose fervent-acelamations awoke me from my 
alumber. H: 


Communicated for the Christian Repository. 
Sir, 
After my rescects,—Was there ever a period, 
when there was no time ? | 
Let us, with the profoundest reverence, fora mo- 
ment, glance a thought to that solemn period, once 
known to God alone, in the hidden ages of eternity ;— 
when the great Supreme dwelt in uncreated and inac- 
cessible light, and all created things lay as in embryo 
before him ;—when immensity of space was a deep 
profound, and chaos spread its boundless curtain round 
the vast expanse; ere he spread forth the heavens, 
or called the glowing orbs from his: all  creal- 
ing hand; before the morning stars sang together, or 
the sons of God shouted for joy ;—when thick dark- 
ness surrounded the flaming throne, and there waé 
neither archangel nor seraphim to. hymn forth the 
praises of essential and uncreated glory :—then was 
the glorious plan of man’s salvation concerted in tle 
eternal mind, which, through the rolling ages of eter- 
nity. shall disclose brighter and brighter scenes of joy 
and admiration to angels and men? Such a period 
there was, anlecedent to creation, and coukl an ul 
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ncixfmmecreated being act from any created motives, when 
and Mi{here was no created thing ? or could the future ac- 
And Mitions of finite mortals, tho in themselves marked with 


sue; Immthe foulest turpitude, be the first influential, the first 
Ons, aE moving cause or design of Deity in his conduct to- 
ome Ma wards them? Ifso, itis mot by grace that we are 
ave Mie-saved. STEPHEN DeLeno-. 
nee 


a 
a 


and af 
pit. ILLUSTRATION OF SCRIPTURE WORDS. 
my. No. dl. 

For ever, for ever and ever, everlasting and eternal. 4 


The Greek phrase, usually rendered for cver, is ets 
ion aldna in the singular number, and ets fous atonas ia 
the plural. Eis is. a preposition, said generally to 

d, imply motton ; and, when applied to time, signifies fo? iis 
or during ; ton or fous is an article; and aidu* a 
noun, explained as follows : 


e Aion, evum. (an age, the life of man, tome ; some- 

7 times tho rarely, elermty.) mundus (the world,) 

, seculum, (an age.) ScHREVELIUS. 

) Both in the singular and plural numbers,it signi- 

fies eternity, whether past or to come ; the duration 

: of this world ; an age, period. or periodical dispen- 

: sation of divine providence PakKHURST. 

| Scarlett, as quoted by Elias Smith in the Herald of é 
Life and Immortality, says: “The word aida asa 4 


Saad 


*Those who are unacquainted with the Greek lan- 
guage are nformed, that aton, atGnos, aidni, and atona, 
are different cascs of the same word in the singular 
number ; and aiones, at6ndn. atdst, and ardnas, are dif- 
ferent cases in the plural. The article is hkewise vari- $ 
ed. as ho, tou, ton, ton, tous. &c. ail of which are diffe- . 
rent cases and numbers of the same article. Z 
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substantive oecurs 123 times in the Greek Testament; 
66 times in the singular, and 62 in the plural numbe;., 
In our Common translation it is rendered ever 72 times: 
twice, cternal ; 36 times, world ; 7 times. never ; 3 
times, evermore ; twice, worlds ; twice. ages ; oace, 
course; once, world without end ; and twice it is pass. 
ed over without avy word affixed as the translation 
of it.” “By this mode, no attention is paid to the 
singular or plural form of the word; nor any distinc. 
dion between the substantive and adjective. The 
word aidn has always reference to periods of time; 
therefore rendering alOn by world or worlds, cannot 
with propriety be admitted.” 

In observing the scriptural meaning of this word, 
let it be remarked : 

1. itis mentioned in such connexion, as makes 
things to exist before it. | Cor. ii. 7, * But we speak 
the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidien 
wisdom, which God ordained (pro tOa aldadn) before 
ihe ages* unto our glory.” 

2. it is mentioned in passages that expressly speak 
of its end; and can that be endless which comes to 
anend? Matt. xiii. 39, 40.49; xxiv. 35 xxviii. 20, 
the end of the worid, (tou aidaos. ) 

3. ‘The word is frequenily used in the singular or 
plural number, as has been already mentioned, which 
naturally limits it; for where there are different peri- 
ods Mentioned, as they cannot go parallel, one must 
en for another to begin. In the singular, it is trant 
lated 

Ever, Matt. xxi. 19, Mark xi. 14, Luke i. 55. Joba 
vi. 51. 58; viii, 35; Heb. v. 6; vii- 17. 21. 24, and 
others. 

World. Matt. xii. 32. neither in this world ; xiii- 22, 
care of this world ; Mark x. 30, in thé world to come; 
Luke i. 70; svi. 8; xviii. 30; xx. 34 35; Acts iii- 2! 5 
xv. (8, and others. 





* In some texts I have not copied the common translation 
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bey, 


Never, Mark iii. 29, not forgiveness for an age; 
2€S; 4 


John iv. 14, not for an age. 








































‘3 Course of this world, Eph. ii, 2. , 

a, In the plural, aion 1s translated ever, Matt. vi. 13; 
Son Rom. i. 25, and ix. 5, blessed for ever ; xvi. 27, glory 
the for ever; Rev. in all the passages where ever is used 
ne. in this hook. 

‘he World, 1 Cor. x. 11, ends of the world or ages ; Heb. 
my j. 2, made the worlds; xi. 3, worlds framed; ‘ix. 24, 
“i end of the world. 


Eternal, Eph. iii. 11, eternal purpose, or purpose of 
ages; | Tim. i. 17, King eternal or of ages. 

Ages, Eph. ii. 7; Col. i. 26, hid from ages. 
Respecting the phrase for ever and ever, it is gene- 
ak rally found in the, Greek from eis ton aidna tou aidnos 
in the singular namber, and from eis tous aionas ton 


~ ‘ wer ‘~ 


a aidnon in the plural, signifying, literally, for the age 

of an age, or for ages of ages. 
k Arontos, eternus, (eternal, lasting.) ScHREVELIUS. 
. Eternus, (eternal,) secularis, (relating to an age.) 
7 MontTanus. 

Scarlett. as quoted by the aforenamed writer, says : 

- “The word aidnios, as an adjective, occurs 7! times ; 
b the common translation of which has rendered it once 
. ever ; 42 times, eternal; 3 times, werld; 25 times, 
ri everlasting’. 
. _Aidnios* is three times connected with chronos, 

time, in the plural number, which restrains the signifi- Y 
, cation of the singular, from the idea of multiplicity, as in 
i there can be but one absolute endless duration. Rom. | 


Vi. 25. “Now, to him that is of power to stablish you 


: according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 


: Which was kept secret, (chronois aidniois, Lat. tempo- 
ribus eternis,) since the times of ages.” 2 Tim. i. 9, 


* . ° ° ° . 
; The reader will remember, the termination os is varied te 
“Xpress different numbers and cases. 
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“Who hath saved us—according to his own purpose, 


and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus. (pro 
ehron6n aidniGn, Lat. ante tempora sccularia,) before 


the times of ages, or ancient periods.” Titus i. 2, In 
hope of eternal (aidnion) life. whieh God, that can- 
not lie, promised, (pro chron6n aivnion) before the 
ancient periods. 

Parkhurst considers these phrases to signify. “the 
ages of the world, the times since the beginning ef its 
extstence.”” Shoutd we render them as the same words 
are rendered in other places, tho not in connexion, 
they would he eternal times. 

The most usual! Hebrew word which is translated 
for ever is Lo-coLem.* The is barely a prefix, an 
swering to the Greek eis, and the English for. 

O-ooLem signifies “time indefinite, hidden or concealed 

Jrom man as to its duration or length, ever, per 
petual, of old everlasting ages.” 
Pike’s Hes. Lexicon. 

“Time hidden or concealed from man, as well indel- 

nite and eternal as finite; as well past, as lu 

ture. {t seems to he more frequently used fur 

an indcfinile, than for infintte time.” 
Paxkuurst’s Hep LExicon. 

These definitions appear very natural. when we 
consider that o-ooLem is derived from the verb oLéy, 
to hide. It is frequently rendered into English by 
eternal and everlasting, as well as ever, and answers (0 
both the Greek words aidn and aidnios. A nother 
Hebrew word, answering to these Greek and English 
words isop. Asa particle and noun, it is thus ex- 
plained: ‘Unto a place, or unfi/ atime: while. as 
yel ; for ever, eternity. The radical idea seems to 
to pass on either to a specified time, or te pass without 
any limited end, when no periud is mentioned.” 

| PIKE. 
* The Hebrew scholar wil] notice that these words are 
spelt in our letters, without any regard to the Masoretica! 
points. The Hebrew Vau is rendered by oo, 
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re, “Asa noun, Time onward. futurity, clernity to come. 
pro Also, Time backward aforctime. Job xx. 4.” 
‘ore PARKHURST. 
In 
A third Hebrew word. not very frequently used, 1s 
xeznan. Asa noun and particle it denotes, ‘Beyond, | 
393 


onvard, enduring, continuing, persevering. 


The use and appligation of these words may be 


acquired from ihe following scriptures: Gen. xiii 15, 
“For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I 


the 


its 





rls give it, and to thy seed, (op 0-vo1em, Gr-* heds aiduos, 
" Lat. usque ad seculum,) for ever”? Exodus xi. 14, 
ed “And ye shall keep it a feast, (mequer o-ooLem, Gr. 
a nomimon aid; ion, Lat. statuio seculi or perpetuo,) 
by an ordinance for ever?’ Lev. xvi- 34, And this 
led shall be, (enequet o-couem, Gr. nomimon aidnion, a 
om Lat. in sta‘utum — an everiastmg statute unto ss 
you” The reader will here perceive that the. trans- a 
lators have rendered the Hebrew o-ooLem and the il 
f. Greek aidaios in one passage, for ever. and in another, 
fy everlasting. when connected with the same Hebrew 
* and Greek words in both passages. By this we learn 
(heir opinion, that everlasting expresses continuance 
of duration, in the same manner as for ever ; aidnios 
a $ A100 3 all of whieh are used to express the meaning 
. : the Hebrew o-ooncm. Lev. 3. 17, “Tt shall be, 
7 Heque? o-ooLem, Gr. nomimon eis ton aidna.) aper- 
“ peluat stuiute tor your generations.” Here the re ader i 
‘ will notice, that 0-OOLEM 15 rendered, by the LXX, 9 
h els {on alGua, whereas in tbe other texts this word in 
‘ the same connexion is translated aidnios. By this, 
we find they considered the meaning of aidnios as near 
like aion, as the Latin temporalts is tike tempus, or the ‘ 
English temporal like fame. 4 


‘The possession of the land of Canaan, to be, to 


* These Greek phrascs are taken fromthe Septuagint, and 
the Latin from Montanus’ Interlinear Bible. 
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Abraham and his seed, an cverlasting possession, jj 
called 0-ooLem, aldnios, Gen. xvii. 8. xlvili. 8. 

The covenant of circumcision is called an everlast. 
ang (O-00LeM, aidnios) covenant, Gen. xvii. 13, 19, 
But St. Pau! says, “In Jesus Christ neither circum. 
cision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision ; but 
faith which worketh by love.” Gal. v.6. “As many 
as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, they con- 
strain you to be circumcised,” Gal. vi. 12. Here we 
find those Hebrew and Greek words limited by scrip- 
ture. 

The priesthood of Aaron and his sons is called an 
everlasting (0-ooLem, ei3 ton aidna) priesthood, Ex xl. 
15 5; an everlasting (0-00LeM, aidnios) priesthood, Num. 
xxv. 13: but St. Paulsays, “For the priesthood be- 
ing changed, there is made of necessity a change also 
of the law,” Heb. vii. 12 This affords another scrip- 
tural limitation to these original words. The Jews, 
we find, have as good ground to plead for the endless 
continuance of circumcision, the priesthood of Aaron 
and his sons, and all the ordinances and statutes in 
the Mosaic law. which were to be for ever and ever: 
lasting, as Christians have to piead for endless misery, 
from the force of the same words. 

In Gen. vi. 4, The giants were said to be of old, 
Heb. me-ooiem, Gr. ap’ aidnos; yetthere is an ac- 
count of their origin, and it is said they became mighty. 
To translate these words from eternity, must be very 
far from their true meaning. The same Hebrew is 
applied to the nations of the Geshurites, Gezrites and 
Amalekites, which David and his men invaded, | Sam. 
XXVil. 8, 

O-oo.em is rendered, besides the places beforemen- 
tioned, 

Of old, Deut. xxxii. 7, days of old; Job xx. 4. 

Old time, Joshua xxiv- 2, of the flood in old lame. 

Long, Psal. cxliii. 3, that have been long dead. 
For ever, everlasting, and eternal, are generally 
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ran3 lations of o-ooLtem in the Old Testament ; but 
om etimes of op and nezuan. Everlasting in the New 
Testement is always a translation of aid:ios ; like- 
wise c/ernal, except Rom. i. 20, and two other places 
mentionedin this No. Ever with for prefixed, is uni- 
formly a translation of aidn, except Philemon, ‘5. 
Heb. op, Gr. ton aidaa_ is translated eternity in Isai. 
lvii. 15, the only place in which it is thus rendered in 
the Bible. “In Isai. ix. 6, the LXX. (Alex. and Com- 
lect.) render aBt op by petér tou melionfos aionos, 
father of the future age” Our translation reads, the 


‘everlasting father. 


‘The phrase for ever and ever is generally from dif- 
ferent combinations of op and o-ooLem, as in the fol- 
lowing passages: Isai. xxx. 8, *““Now go, write it be- 
fore them in atable, and note it ina book, that it 
may be for the time to come, (LoD op o-ooLen. Gr. 
heds eis ton aidna. Lat. in perpetuum usque i. seculum,) 
for ever and ever.’ Jer. vii. 7, Then will 1 cause you 
to dwell in the place, in the land that I gave to your 
fathers, for ever and ever.” (LCMEN 0-OOLEM 00-0D 
o-ooLem. Gr. ex aidnos kai heds aidnos, Lat. a seculo 
et usque in seculum,) literally, from the past age and 
unto the future age. Jer. xxv. 5, ‘urn ye again now 


every one from his evil way. and from the evil of 


you doings, and dwell in the land that the Lord kath 
given unto you and to your father. (Lemen 0-ooLeM 
00-.D o-ooLem, Gr. ap’ aidénos kai heds aidnos, Lat. 
a seculo et usque in seculum, for ever and ever.” 

“If we were always to read, forever and ever, end- 
less, we should set the scriptures at variance, and no 
Criticism could ever reconcile them. Try. for in- 
stance, to reconcile Psalm cii. 25,26 with Psalm 
Cxlviii. 6, “Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the 
earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 
They shall perish, but thou shalt endure ; yea. all of 
them shall wax old like a garment ; and as a vesture 


thall thou change them, and they shail be changed, 
r 13* 
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He hath also established them for éver and ever :* hye 
hath made a decree which shall not pass,” 


Le 


WINCHESTER. 

The passages now produced seem amply sufficient 
to illustrate the words under consideration. It is evi. 
dent the Greek words, in the New Testament, render. 
ed for ever, everlasting, and eternal, has the significa. 
tion of the same word, in the Old. These words iy 
the Old Testament must bear a meaning agreeable to 
their corresponding Hebrew words. which are here 
given on the authority of eminent lexicographers., and 
besides the introduction of some ancient translations, 
they are illustrated by examples. The writer of these 
remarks is sensible, that he bas laid himself open to 
the severe criticisms of the learned ; but be confesses 
his fears of the literation this subject, are much less 
than his anxiety to open to his brethren, the true 
meaning of these indefinite terms. Any corrections 
{rom the judicious among them, will be gratefully re- 
ceived and carefully considered. The reader who is 
unacquainted with the languages, from which be 
finds frequent citations in this piece, is requested not 
to be ceterred from a careful perusal, from the confus- 
ed appearance of so many foreign words ; for by care- 
fully attending to them, he will find them mostly ex- 
plained. The Hebrew is peculiar in its construc- 
tion, admitting letters prefixed to a word for preposi- 
tions and conjunctions, aod postfixed for otber uses. 
Thus, Lo-oocem and #0-ooLéM is 0-ooLeM with L and 
m prefixed, signifying for and from ; Lop is op with b 
prefixed ; and oo-or is op with oo prefixed, signifying 
and. ‘Thesingle o is pronounced long, like o in fone. 


* Lop Lo-ooLem, Gr. eis ton aidna tou aidnes 
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From the Universalist Magazine. 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The Southern Association of Universalists met at 
the house of Br. Richarp Carrique, in Altlebo- 
rough, on the !2th of December, 1820. 

1. Chose Br. Extras Smiru. Moderator. 

29, Chose Br. Josuua Fuiace, Clerk. 

3. In compliance with a request from the Rey. 
Zephaniah S. Crossman. from the religious denomina- 
tion called “Christians” to be received into fellowship 
as a believer in and preacher-of the Abrahamie faith 
of the salvation of all the nations of the earti, it was 
voted that Zeph. S. Crossman be received into fel- 
lowship with this Association. 

4. Adjourned to 9 o’clock Wednesday morning. 
Wednesday morning met according to adjournment. 
Order of public services was as follows :— 

Morning Service.—Br. Hosea Ballou, the introdue- 
tory prayer; Br. Joshua Flagg. the Sermon from Matt. 
xii. 32. Br. Zephaniah S. Crossman, the concluding 
prayer. 

Afternoon Service.—Br. Elias Smith, the introduc- 
tory prayer; Br. Hosea Ballou, the Sermon from Col. 
ili. 18, 19; Br. Richard Carrique. concluding prayer. 

Evening Service.—Br. Joshua Flagg, the introdue- 
tory prayer; Br. Elias Smith, the Sermon from | John 
lil. 8. Br Hosea Ballou, the concluding prayer 

5. Adjourned to meet with the Norfolk Society in 
Stoughton and Canton, the second Wednesday in 
veune, 1521. 


— 


“THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.” 


In reply to our remarks of the notice of ‘Hyram and 
Philo’ by the Editor of this paper, page 115 of the 
Chr. Rep. he observes; “In answer tu the above, 
“it 1g oply necessary to siate that the Editor of the 
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‘Christian Repository is entirely mistaken if he sup. 
“poses that ‘Hyram’ and ‘Phijo’ were ‘implicitly char. 
“ged? with any thing more than what was candidly 
“and openly stated; which was that such ‘insinuations: 
“(as their writings contained and which had been dis 
“tinctly stated ‘appeared to us to be more disingenu. 
“ous than a direct and open attack: an’® opinion was 
“also expressed that the ‘influence,’ i. e. of ‘such insin. 
“uations? tended, among other things, ‘to sow discord 
‘“ameng brethren.”? We observe in reply to this that 
we are willing to acknowledge the entire mistake of 
the Editor of the Chr. Repository, because we deem 
it a privilege beionging to every wriier to explain the 
meaning of bis own words. We likewise deem it our 
privilege to mention the principles on which this en- 
tire mistake was founded. It was thought that propri- 
ety dictated. that as admonitions are frequently pain- 
ful. they sbould embrace no more reproef. than what 
would well apply to the subject; and that this need of 
reproof was only known by the measure of his trans- 
gression. From this idea, the charge was thought to 
be implied. We pretended not to determine that what 
was implied, embraced more than what was expressed 
in the charge of disingenuous insinuations To us, 
the former seemed to describe what was meant by the 
latter. | 
Speaking of the same charge of disingenuous insin- 
vations, “expressed,”’? he says; *‘This however was 
by no means charged as being the design of the writers, 
for their writings may produce effects which they did 
not design :” but, in the first piece, (Chr. Rep. page 
114) we read; “One thing however, is very obvious, 
viz. that candor and sincerity were very remote, if not 
entirely out of the question, IN 1 HE MIND of these 
writers.” These two sentences look so near like a 
contradiction that we confess we are unable to recon- 
cile them. , 


Qur admonisher further writes; The Editor of th¢ 





Lhe Christian Repository. 153 


“(@. Repository adds, “On a careful review, it is be- 
“lieved, ‘Hyram’s piece ‘will be found to be ‘a direct 
“and open attack’ of a system of sentiments, (not of 
“any one particular. author) which he briefly de- 
“scribes.” We have therefore reviewed the piece for 
“the purpose of making the discovery, but being dull 
“of apprehension, remain in the same opinion respect- 
“ing it as formerly ; neither do we believe it has been 
“sy understood by others, as we cannot learn that there 
“has been any reply to it from any souree whatever.” 

In reply to this, let ‘Hyram’ speak for himself. 
What does he say? Look and see! “Believing that 
the Christian Repository is designed for the detection 
of error, as well as for the discovery of truth, and feel- 
ing fully persuaded that a late system of divinity which 
is circulated with industry, and read with avidily, is 
replete with absurdity and contradiction, | SH ALL 
ATTEMPT TO POI. OUT some of the miny 
inconsistencies, with which this system abounds” 
Chr. Rep. page 54. At the close of his piece. page 
56 he observes; ‘hese are a few of the many in- 
consistencies with which ‘his system abounds.” 
These words show us that be ihuvgit he had attempt- 
ed what he promised, when lie began to write. If he 
has not succeeded io his attempt. or does not succeed, 
that is a matter between him and his opposers. It ef- 
fects nothing concerning what was stated respecting 
the design of his piece. 

Our admonisher still further writes; “If these wri- 
ters really believe in a future punishment, that is, a 
punishment after death for sins committed in this life, 
let them state the doctrine clearly and explicitly, so 
that the discussion may not be merely about words, 
and then state the scriptures on which they shall rely 
for its support; and shew that those scriptures must 
necessarily be so construed—and, when they have 
done this, we will either acknowledge the doctrine 
true, or show wherein they have failed in giving it 
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He hath also established them for cver and ever :* he 
hath made a decree which shall not pass,” 
WINCHESTER. 
‘The passages now produced seem amply sufficient 
to illustrate the words under consideration. It is evi- 
dent the Greek words, in the New Testament, render- 
ed for ever, cverlasting, and clernal, has the signifiea- 
tion of the same word, in the Old. These words ia 
the Old Testament must bear a meaning agreeaule to 
their corresponding Hebrew words, which are here 


given on the authority of eminent lexicographers, and 
besides the introduction of some ancient translations, 


they are illustrated by examples. The writer of these 


remarks is sensible, that he has laid himself open to 
the severe criticisms of the learned ; but he confesses 
his fears of the literation this subject, are much less 


than his anxiety to open to his brethren, the true 


meaning of these indefinite terms. Any ,corrections 
from the judicious among them, will be gratefully re- 


ceived and carefully considered. ‘The reader who ig 
unacquainted with the languages, from which he 


finds frequent citations in this piece, is requested not 
to be deterred from a careful perusal, from the confus- 


ed appearance of so many foreign words ; for by care- 


fully. attending tothem, he will find them mostly ex- 
plained. ‘The Hebrew is peculiar in its construc- 


lion, admitting letters prefixed to, a word for preposi- 


tions and. conjunctions, and postfixed for other uses. 
Thus, s£.0-ooLem and mo-ooLem is 0-ooLcM withL and 
M prefixed, signifying for and from ; Lop is op with u 
prefised ; and 00-07 is op with oo prefixed, signifying 
and. Thesingle o is pronounced long, like o in tone. 


* L.0D LO-OOLEN, Gr. cis Lon aidna tou aidnose 
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From the Universalist Magazine. 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION. 


The Southern Association of Universalists met at 
the house of Br. Ricsarp Crrerique, in Attlebo- 
rough, onthe ‘2th of December, 1820 

1. Chose Bro Euias Sarra. Moderator. 

29, Chose Br. Josnua Fuace, Clerk. 

8. In compliance with a request from the Rev. 
Zephaniah S. Crossman. from the religious denomina- 
tion called “Christians” to be received into fellowship 


as a believer in and preacher of the Abrahamic faith 
of the salvation of all the nations of the earth, it was 


voled that Zenh. S. Crossman be received into fel- 


lowship with this Association. 
4. Adjourned to 9 o’clock Wednesday morning. 


Wednesday morning met according to adjournment. 
Order of public services was as follows :— 


Morning Service.—Br. Hosea Ballou, the introduc- 
tory prayer; Br. Joshua Flagg. the Sermon from Matt, 


xii. 32. Br. Zephaniah §. Crossman, the concluding 
prayer. 

Afternoon Service.—Br. Elias Smith, the introduc- 
tory prayer; Br. Hosea Ballou, the Sermon from Col, 
ii. 18,19; Br. Richard Carrique. concluding prayer. 


Evening Service.-—Br. Joshua Flagg, the introduc- 
tory prayer; Br. Elias Smith, the Sermon from | John 


iii. 8. Br Hosea Ballou, the concluding prayer 


5, Adjourned to meet with the Norfolk Society in 
Stoughton and Canton, the — second W ednesday in 


June, 1821. 


} ——___—_| 
“THE, CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.” 
In reply {o our remarks of the notice of ‘Hyram and 


Philo’ by the Editor of this paper. page 115 of the 
Chr. Rep. he observes; “In answer to the above, 


“itis only necessary to state that the Editor of the 
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‘Christian Repository is entirely mistaken if he sup- 
‘noses that ‘Hyram’ and ‘Philo’ were ‘implicitly char- 
“ced? with any thing more than what was candidly 
“and openly stated ; which was that such ‘insinuations,’ 
“(as their writings contained and which had been dis- 
“tinctly stated ‘appeared to us to be more disingenu- 
‘ous than a direct and open attack; an opinion was 
“also expreseed that the ‘influence,’ i. e. of ‘such ingin- 
“yations’ tended. among other things, ‘to sow discord 
“among brethren.” We observe in reply to this, that 
we are willing to acknowledge the enlire mistake of 
the Editor of the Chr. Repository, because we deem 
it a privilege belonging to every writer to explain the 
meaning of his own words. We likewise deem it our 
privilege to mention the principles on which this en- 
tire mistake was founded. It was thought that propri- 
ety dictated, that as admonitions are frequently pain- 
ful, they should embrace no more reproof. than what 
would well apply to the subject; and that this need of 
reproof was only known by the measure of his trans- 


gression. From this idea, the charge was thought to. 


be wmplicd. We pretended not to determine that what 
was implied, embraced more than what was expressed 
in the charge of disingenuous insinuations. To us, 
the former seemed to describe what was meant by the 
latter. 

Speaking of the same charge of disingenuous iusin-. 
uations, “expressed,” he says; “This however was 
by no means charged as being the design of the writers, 
for their writings may produce effects which they did 
not design :” but, in the first piece, (Chr. Rep. page 
1 14) we read; ‘One thing however, is. very obvious, 
viz. that candor and sincerity were very remote, if not 
entirely out of the question, IN 1HE MIND of these 
writers.’ These two sentences look so near like a 
contradiction that. we confess we are unable to recon 
cile them. 


Aur admonisher further writes; The Bdigog of the 
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¢C. Repository adds, “On a careful review, it is be- 
“lieved, ‘AHyram’s piece ‘will be found to be ‘a direet 
“and open attack’ of a system of sentiments, (not of 
“any one particular author) which he briefly de- 
“scribes.” We have therefore reviewed the piece for 
‘the purpose of making the discovery, but being dull 
“of apprehension, remain in the same opinion respect- 
‘ing it as formerly ; neither do we believe it has been 
“so understood by others, as we cannot learn that there 
“has been any reply to it from any source whatever.” 

In reply to this, let ‘Hyram’ speak for himself. 
What does he say? Look and see! “Believing that 
the Christian Repository is designed for the detection 
of error, as well as for the discovery of truth, and feel- 
ing fully persuaded that a late system of divinily which 
is circulated with industry, and read with avidity, is 
replete with absurdity and contradiction, | SHALL 
ATTEMPT TO POL*'T OUT some of the miny 

inconsistencies, with which this system abounds” 
Chr. Rep. page 54. At the close of his piece. page 
56 he observes; “These are a few of the many in- 
consistencies with which this system abounds.” 
These words show us that he thought he had attempt- 
ed] what he promised, when he began to write. If he 
has not succeeded in his attempt. or does not succeed, 
that is a matter between him and his opposers. It ef- 
fects nothing concerning what was stated respecting 
the design of his piece. 

Our admonisher still further writes; “If these wri- 
ters really believe in a future punishment, that is, a 
punishment afier death for sins committed in this life, 
let them state the doctrine clearly and explicitly, so 
that the discussion may not be merely about words, 
and then state the scriptures on which they shall rely 
for its support; and shew that those scriptures must 
necessarily be so construed—and, when they have 
done this, we will either acknowledge the doctrine 
troe, or show wherein they have failed in giving it 
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support. But before they attempt any thing of this 
Kind, we advise them to read carefully and attentive- 
ly the correspondence which was published a few 
years since, in the “Gospel Visitant.” He closes by 
saying, “If these writers. therefore, or any other, wish 
for further discussion on this subjeet. there is an oppor- 
tunity, it being what we also most sincerely desire.” 
‘T'o this we answer, the correspondence alluded to 


-in the Gospel Visitant, is far from satisfying us that 


there can be no punishment after this life. We have 
read the dissertetion in that correspondence, on 
Christ’s preaching to the spirits in prison, page 296, 
Vol. (11. and compared it, with a piece on the same 
subject, and we believe by the same writer, page 220, 
Vol. L. a careful investigation of which the Editor of 
this werk is willing to lay before the publie, if request- 
et Should any one feel disposed to correspond in 
Opposition to future punishment, we invite him to an- 
ser Hyram’s piece as found in this number. He will 
tndoubtedcly attempt to vindicate, and we hope can- 
didly, on that side of the question which he has cho- 
sen. Should this invitation be accepted by any one 
who writes for the Christian Messenger, the Editor 
thereof is requested to send an extra paper of every 
No. that contains such discussion, to the Editor of the 
Christian Repository, that he may forward it to the 
writer who is thereby opposed. 


} 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Rev. Evtas Smirn was installed to the pastor- 
at care of the “Third Universalist Society” in Boston, 


on the 4th of January last. Introductory prayer by 


Br-Barzillia Streeter; sermon by Br. Richard Carrique, 
from 2 Tim. ii 241,25. consecrating prayer. Br. Joshua 
Flagg; delivery of the scriptures and charge, Br. 
Uosea Ballou; right hand of fellowship; Br. Edward 
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Turner; concluding prayer, Br. Hosea Ballou 2d, of 
Stafford, Con. 

On the 5th of January. last, the First Universalist 
Meeting House in Roxbury, Mass. was dedicated and 
set apart to the service of Almighty God.—Sermon 
from Malachi iii: /0, by Br. Hosea Ballou. 

On the 10th of the same month. the new Brick Meet- 
ing-House in Milford, Mass was dedicated to the wor. 
ship of God. Appropriate portions of scripture were read 
by Br. Robert L. Killam; introduciory prayer by Br. 
Richard Carrique ; Consecrating prayer by Br. Elias 
Smith; sermon by Br. Hosea Ballou from Isai. ii. 3; 
concluding prayer by Br. Zephaniah S. Crossman. 

Itis stated from the Christian Watchman that there 
are 375 Congregations! Societies in iassachusetts, 
153 Baptists. 67 Methodist, 39 of Friends, 22 Episco — 
palian, 23 Universaligs, 10 Presbyterian, | Roman 
Catholic, 5 Freewill “Baptist, | -Sandemanian, 4 of 
Shakers, and | Swedenborgian ;— total. 701. 

Besides the Christian Repository, there are three 
periodical publications circulated among the brethren 
of the Universalist Societies. The Universalist Ma- 
gazine, edite. by Br: Hosea Ballou, is published in 
Boston, at $2.25 per year; the Christian Messenger, 
by Br. Abner Kneeland, in Philadelphia. at $2,00 per 
year; and the (NAY ) Gospel Herald, in. New-York ; 
—editor unknown. 

p———_ -_ 


OBITUARY. 


Died at Reading, December 27, 1820, Sonomonw Keres, 
Esq. in the 66th year of his age. He had, for many years, 
been a respectable inhabitant in this place, and continued to 
his last in the faith of universal salvation. 

At Windsor, Dec. 31, Mr. Jonaraan READ, aged 72. 

At Cavendish, Jan. 3, 1821, Widow Mercy Hupson, aged 
77. Feb. 13, Puiny Rockwoop PARKER, son of ‘Francis 
Parker, aged 5 months. 


At Reading, Feb. 21, Martin Roity Hatca, son of Alvis 
Hatch, aged 4 months. 
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A FUNERAL HYMN } 


Written on the occasion of the death of a little child of Mr. 
John Brooks, of Langdon, N. H. 


Come, precious friends and brethren all, 
And to the house of mourning go : 
Learn what sad griefs and woes befall 
All Adam’s children here below. 


This little child, fair as the moon, 
Dear object of its parents’ care, 

A light extinguish’d ere ’tis noon, 
No longer does their pleasure share. 


A few days siuce, its prattle pleas’d 
All the beholders that came near ; 
But now its body death hag seiz’d, 
W hich causes us to drop the tear. 


Farewell, dear babe, in Christ the Lord, 
Troubles and cares are fled from thee 
Thy bliss in Christ, as saith the word, 
Is certain as eternity; 





We now commit thee to the grave, 
"Phe house appointed for the dead, 

And trust in Christ thy soul to save 
From mis’ry, woe, and future dread. 


May thy departed spirit swell 

A song of joy in realms above, 

W here sin and Satan never dwell, 

W here all is peace and heavenly love. 


R. BarTLett. , 





P- «or. 


